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States such as Travancore and Baroda are far ahead of
British India in respect of progress in education.
The Princes as an Order are staunchly loyal to the Crown.
They stood aside from the current of political agitation that
swept over India in the first decade of the last century.
Nevertheless, the growth of political consciousness in British
India made its influence felt in the States. Both the Princes
and their subjects recognized that new forces were at work
in their midst which they could not possibly ignore. While
the Princes were satisfied in their external relations with the
Paramount Power, they found " an unmistakable contrast
between the relationship in which they themselves stood
to the Government of India and the relationship of their
predecessors to the Honourable East India Company." l
Relying upon the known strength of their devotion to the
Crown, the Princes persistently worked towards the attain-
ment of their goal of developing their States into compact
political entities based on their sovereign rights. While the
Paramount Power looked upon such efforts with suspicion,
it realized the utmost importance of the islands of Indian
States as breakwaters to the wave of political agitation in
the Continent of India.
In one sentence King George described Political India
at the time of his Coronation. Replying to an address of
the Calcutta University, the King Emperor observed : " On
every side I trace the signs and stirrings of new life/' As
we follow the narrative of the political events of the last
twenty-five years in India, we shall see how the forces of
that new life have reacted upon the political relationship of
India with Great Britain.
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